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Ask anyone in the Sloan family to
describe youngest member Jacob, and
you are very likely to hear the word
“miracle.”

Jacob is the six-month-old son of Matt
and Kelli Sloan. Not long after Jacob
was born, his doctors discovered a tu-
mor in his stomach. The Sloan family
was understandably concerned, but faith
kept the family hopeful for a positive
outcome. That positive outcome came
when a two-month-old Jacob inexplicit-
ly showed no signs of the tumor. There
is no explanation for the tumor’s disap-
pearance, other than “miracle.”

Despite the tumor’s disappearance,
little Jacob continued to have difficulties
due to an allergy he developed to milk
protein. The allergy required he nurse
from a special formula only available
from the United Kingdom at an exor-
bitant monthly cost of $460. This is
when a miracle of a different type be-
gan to unfold.

Cheryl Cook, M.D., pediatrician at
Our Lady of Bellefonte Hospital, in-
formed the Sloan family that financial
assistance for the formula was available
through a fund established at the OLBH
Foundation in memory of Dr. Cook’s
husband, Jonathan. Jonathan Ferguson
oversaw the Members Choice Credit
Union at OLBH, in addition to being
heavily involved in civic events, such as
the Ashland Christmas Parade. A fund
of the OLBH Foundation, the Jonathan
A. Ferguson Endowment provides for
financial and benevolent healthcare as-
sistance. The use of monies from the
endowment’s interest is one of the more
flexible funds managed by the founda-
tion. Among the purposes for which the
endowment can be used are the pur-
chase of pediatric or oncology equip-
ment, benevolent care for pediatric or
oncology patients and families, and to
provide support for the annual OLBH
Christmas party for underprivileged chil-
dren. In this instance, the fund helped
provide the desperately needed formula
for Jacob.

Jacob’s grandmother, Cosie Cook,
has worked in the OLBH Radiology

Department for nearly 25 years. In her
time at the hospital, Cosie had seen all
manner of unexplained healings, but to
see divine power at work in her own
family was especially comforting. “Matt
and Kelli (Jacob’s parents) would like
to thank everyone for their support and
their prayers,” Cook said. “It got them
through a very difficult time that they
were not anticipating. The family espe-
cially thanks Dr. Cook for enlightening
us to the Jonathan Ferguson Endow-
ment.” The formula purchased with help
from the fund and extra donations from
those familiar with Jacob’s situation has
the child “doing amazingly well,”ac-
cording to his grandmother. 

“Situations such as what faced little
Jacob are perfect examples of how those
who have donated to the OLBH Foun-
dation can truly make a difference in
someone’s life,” Michael Stautberg, head
of the OLBH Foundation, said. Miracles
can happen without notice, and other
times miracles can be helped along.
“Donations to the foundation can cer-
tainly allow us to help those in need,
and to lessen the burden of that need,”
Stautberg said.

In December, a healthy 3 1/2 month
old Jacob, with a little help from his

father, lit the OLBH Auxiliary’s Lights of
Love Christmas tree. “I think he enjoyed
seeing the lights and all the hustle and
bustle, but I must admit he did not like
the reindeer that was walking the hall,”
Cook joked.

Despite Jacob’s improved situation, his
family still must acquire the expensive
formula for him monthly. “Jacob will
continue on the special formula until he
is at least one year old,” Cook said. “The
specialists will then decide, after some
minor testing, if he needs to continue.”

When asked what she would say to
those unaware of the OLBH Foundation,
Cook encouraged everyone to become
familiar with the foundation’s work to
serve people with unmet needs. “How-
ever, it takes people to be generous with
their donations in order for the foun-
dation to be as generous as they are,”
Cook said. “I would encourage people
to give. I know first hand what a help
they are in trying times.”

Donations to the Jonathan A. Ferguson
Endowment, as well as any of the des-
ignated funds managed by the OLBH
Foundation, can be made by contacting
the foundation office at (606) 833-3655.

Free health screenings are one
example of how OLBH benefits

the community.

Jacob Sloan, with mother, Kelli, at OLBH Auxiliary’s Lights of Love celebration. 
Jacob benefited from donations to the OLBH Foundation.

Your Caring at Work: Miracles in our Midst

Dear OLBH Supporter,
As chairman of the Our

Lady of Bellefonte Hos-
pital Foundation during
2003, it has been a priv-
ilege to have the oppor-
tunity to participate in
the mission of OLBH.
Through my tenure with
the foundation, I have
come to better appreciate

how OLBH truly provides “good help” to those
in need.

This special edition of Our Lady. Your News. is
dedicated to the work of the OLBH Foundation
and the hospital’s community commitment activ-
ities. I hope you enjoy this annual report to the
community. In it, you will read about many of
the things we on the foundation board have had
the privilege of being involved with throughout
the course of the last year. I think you will find
the vast number of areas funded by the OLBH
Foundation impressive, and I hope you will con-
sider becoming a donor, as approximately 1,000
of our community members did in 2003.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
each of the donors listed within this publication,
for without you there would be no foundation.
Your continued support of OLBH’s mission has
made possible the achievements we document
in this report. Please read and enjoy the stories
of our successes, and for those who have not
yet joined our forces, know that you too can
touch the life of someone by making a donation
to the OLBH Foundation. Information on how
to do so can be found elsewhere in this issue, or
by calling the foundation at (606) 833-3655.

Sincerely,
Frank H. Warnock
Chairman, OLBH Foundation Board
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Our Lady of Bellefonte Hospital

Closer
to you

Net Community Benefit...........................$ 21,668,028

Persons Served....................................................25,163

Charity Care................................................ $4,189,206

Total Medicare/Medicaid Expenses.........$17,478,822

Medicare/Medicaid Reimbursement....... $49,283,102

Employee Hours

Volunteer Hours........................................4,730

Staff Hours..............................................22,923

Dear Friends,
As this special issue

of Our Lady. Your
News. says goodbye
to 2003 at Our Lady
of Bellefonte Hospital,
I would like to use
this time to say hello
to you. As someone
new to OLBH, and
new to the area, I

look forward to getting to know you and serving
this community to the best of my ability. I am the
new CEO at OLBH, and I welcome the challenges
and rewards I know this position will offer me.

Though 2003 recently ended, the 2003 fiscal
year at the hospital ended August 31. This publi-
cation documents the 2003 fiscal year. Being new
to the organization, I am in a unique position to
be able to look objectively at OLBH’s last year.
As you will read and discover, 2003 was a great
year at OLBH in terms of serving our community.
As you read this report you will discover more
about OLBH’s community activities in terms of
both dollars and time, and how our staff is reach-
ing out to serve our neighbors. This annual report
to our community also documents the activities
of the OLBH Foundation, the philanthropic arm
of the hospital.

The OLBH Foundation’s financial activities sup-
port hospital needs as well as the needs of our
patients and our community. If you are a donor,
I would like to thank you for your support and
offer this report as a demonstration to you of the
difference you have helped us make. If you are
not a donor, we hope you consider sharing the
blessings bestowed on you. 

I hope you enjoy this publication as much as I
have. While it validates my decision to come to
this organization, may it also inspire you to join
us in our health ministry to the Tri-State area. For
more information on how you can help, contact
the foundation at (606) 833-3655.

Sincerely, 
Mark Gordon
OLBH CEO

Mark Gordon
OLBH CEO
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Net Community Benefit - reflects the charity care and
Medicare/Medicaid loss listed above, in addition to other
items not listed, such as direct in-kind support, indirect
support, advocacy costs, and the staff costs of OLBH em-
ployees utilized while providing benefits to the community.

Persons Served - number of individuals receiving charity
care and/or otherwise benefiting from community com-
mitment activities or donations. 

Charity Care - health services provided by OLBH to those
who could not pay. 

Total Medicare/Medicaid Expenses - cost of healthcare
services rendered to Medicare and Medicaid patients.

Medicare/Medicaid Reimbursement - amount OLBH was
paid for providing healthcare services to Medicare /
Medicaid patients. 

Employee Volunteer Hours - personal hours that hospital
employees donated during non-working times. 

Employee Staff Hours - hours paid by the hospital to
allow employees to volunteer during working hours. 

The mission statement of Our Lady of Bellefonte Hospital
and its parent, the Bon Secours Health System Inc., of Mar-
riotsville, Maryland, expresses both love and charity. The
mission is to bring compassion to healthcare and to be Good
Help to those in need, especially the poor and dying. As a
system of caregivers, the staff of OLBH commit themselves
to help bring people and communities to health and whole-
ness as part of the healing ministry of Jesus Christ and the
Catholic Church.

OLBH helps fulfill its mission through Community Commit-
ment. Community Commitment is what the hospital uses to
gauge its involvement in bettering the community it serves.
Community Commitment takes many forms, from providing
charity care for the poor, to preparing holiday food baskets,
to hospital employees volunteering their time for civic work
and groups. 

The chart to the right documents the hospital’s Community
Commitment for its Fiscal Year 2003 (Sept. ‘02 - Aug. ‘03) .

From free health screenings to education classes, there is
an array of hospital activities that benefit the community
every year. For more information on these opportunities,
consult the events calendar in every regular issue of Our
Lady. Your News., or call the CareLine at (606) 833-CARE
(2273). For more information on Community Commitment,
contact the OLBH Foundation at (606) 833-3655.

Community Commitment - 
An Overview

COMMUNITY COMMITMENT OVERVIEW
September 1, 2002 - August 31, 2003
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